Examples of Bias in Experiments
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Key: A denotes the treatment, sequential in G6-8; Y denotes the outcome; R denotes randomisation; U denotes an
unmeasured confounder. Note there is no arrow into treatment assignment at baseline because treatment assignment
is randomised; L denotes a common cause of treatment and outcome or a proxy of such a common cause or mediator
along the path between treatment and outcome. Whether L should be conditioned upon depends on structural features

of context; black box denotes conditioning on variable L; —» black arrow assumes causality; —» red arrow denotes

a path of bias; - —» indicates a path for bias separating A and Y; red box denotes a case when conditioning on X

induces bias; I\L/\ Dashed circle: Latent variable, not adjusted (assumed for U).




